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Widenfreeway- M Ps 

By LUCY JARVIS 

MORE MPs havejoined a fresh call to ex­
pand the Mitchell Freeway, after re­
ports neither the State nor federal gov­
ernments had plans in place. 

Ocean ReefMLA Albert Jacob said 
widening the freeway between Hepburn 
Avenue and Hodges Drive would be his 
main budget priority and he presented 
Wanneroo councillor Ian Goodenough's 

petition with 600 signatures 
to parliament last week. 

Mr Jacob said he and 
other MPs had spoken to 
Transport Minister Troy 
Buswell about the impor-

Buswell tance of the project to 
residents. 

"On a freeway with a lOOkm/h speed 
limit, workers should not have to put up 
with stop-start driving as they head 

home to their families," he said. "The 
freeway bottleneck is eating into work· 
ers' family time day." 

The Times reported North Metropoli­
tan MLC Michael Mischin and Cr Good­
enough have called for freeway funding 
earlier this month. 

Mr Buswell has said decisions relat­
ing to the extension ofthe Mitchell Free­
way would be made as part of the bud­
getary process. 
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ELECTION ISSUE 
IT was very disappointing to read that 
Cr Ian Goodenough's appeal to the Fed­
eral Government for assistance with 
funding the Mitchell Freeway northern 
extension fell on deaf ears. 

Without doubt the northern suburbs 
will need to suffer terminal gridlock be­
fore either the Labor Federal Govern­
ment or Liberal State Government de­
cides to put a plan in place. Their 
reasons for ignoring our needs are polit­
ical not budgetary and therefore our 
fight should be very political. 

I will be making this issue very pub­
lic at the next State and Federal elec­
tions. It is time for all northern suburb 
residents to join forces and make this 
issue an election loser for the party that 
doesn't have a firm cos ted and timed in­
frastructure plan for our electorates. 

Doug Croker, 
Butler. 
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Making a taxi stand 

By JESSICA WILLOUGHBY 

THE availability oftaxis in the Wanneroo area 
will be the first issue raised by newly appoint­
ed Taxi Industry Board Reference Group mem­
ber Ian Goodenough. 

Transport Minister Simon O'Brien recently 
appointed the Coastal ward councillor to the 
group to help in discussions for the "future of 
the taxi industry". 

Mr Goodenough said the general availabili­
ty of taxis, particularly in the outer metropoli­
tan 6027 to 6036 postcode suburbs, was an issue 
he intended to raise with the group. 

"Currently there are relatively long wait­
ing times associated with the taxi service in 
the northern suburbs," he said. 

"The community would benefit from pa-
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trons leaving licensed venues or functions 
having access to transport in a reasonable 
time. 

"Particularly at night when the risk of anti­
social behaviour or violent incidents are high­
er." 

He said decentralisation of the taxi service 
away from the inner city would be a key objec­
tive. 

Mr Goodenough will be seeking community 
feedback on these issues. 

If you wish to make a comment, contact 
him on 0411 476 561. 
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, 
The community 

would benefit from 
patrons leaving li­
censed venues or 
functions having ac­
cess to transport in 
a reasonable time. , 

Club car parking approved 

By JESSICA WILLOUGHBY 

QUINNS Rocks Sports Club will have a 
compacted limestone road-base in­
stalled as a temporary car-parking fa­
cility, despite the City of Wanneroo ad­
ministration warning of current 
financial constraints. 

Councillors voted in favour of an 
amendment allowing the temporary de­
velopment at last Tuesday's meeting, 
after city officers advised against pro­
viding funding support for the project. 

The temporary road-base will be 
used only until the City can find fund­
ing available in the future to construct 
a formal bitumen car park and related 
infrastructure, costed at about $600,000. 

The cost of the temporary arrange· 
ment is as yet undetermined. 

Cr Ian Goodenough, who presented 
the amendment, said the club was of 
"critical importance" to the northern 
community. 

"This club is a bit like the big Wan· 
neroo Sports Club with the family­
friendly and community atmosphere it 
provides," he said. "By enabling this 
temporary car parking measure, this 
allows the extension to proceed. 

"Then in a couple of years' time the 
City can add in the soak wells, kerbing 
and extra lighting needed to complete 
the work." 

The new car park was part ofan ap­
plication put forth by the club to extend 
its grounds to cope with a rapid influx 
of demands for its services. 

The club approached the City about 
funding help towards the construction 

of the new car park and connection to 
inflll sewerage, to meet statutory facili· 
ty development requirements. 

City officers also recommended 
against funding the $107,800 connection 
to the inflll sewerage system, but coun­
cil moved to list the project as a priori­
ty for consideration in future budgets 

Other aspects of the project, which 
will be self-funded by the club, include 
the development of a third bowling 
green and extensions to the clubhouse 
to cater for current and future member­
ship. 

At the meeting, mayor Jon Kelly 
called the club a "major piece of infra­
structure" for the northern corridor. 

The club currently has 1000 memo 
bers but Is licensed for only 240 patrons 
ata time. 

www.inmycommunity.com.au
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Freeway 
plans stalled 
PLANS to extend Mitchell Free­ Beach and Yanchep Beach roads, 
way remain off the table despite and the staging could terminate 
local government and public sup­ at any of these interchanges. 
port for it. "Factors that impact on deci­

Wanneroo councillor Ian sion-making around freeway ex­
Goodenough contacted the Fed­ tensions include road transport 
eral Government earlier this demand in the area, economic 
year to lobby for funding to ex­ benefits, project costs and fund­
tend and widen the freeway ing availability," Mr Buswell 

"At this stage, neither the said_ 
State or Federal Government has Cr Goodenough said rapid 
acknowledged the importance of population growth in the past 
upgrading the freeway," Cr decade within the northern 
Goodenough said. coastal corridor had resulted in a 

"Neither has made provision significant increase in traffic 
in their respective forward capi­ volumes, placing greater de­
tal works budgets." mands on the road infrastruc­

A Department of Infrastruc­ ture in the cities of Wanneroo 
ture and Transport spokesman and Joondalup_ 
said the Federal Government "In addition to the commuter 
had committed $3.5 billion to traffic, the development of the 
transport infrastructure in W A Wangara Industrial Area, Wan­
between 2008-9 and 2013-14, neroo Town Centre. Clarkson 
which had already been allocat­ District Centre and Joondalup 
ed to specific projects. CBD has contributed to substan­

He said the responsibility of tially increased activity in terms 
funding construction of Mitchell of road freight and supply logis­
,.Freeway rested with the State tics," he said. 
Government. "Motorists using Connolly 

Transport Minister Troy Drive, Marmion Avenue, Wan­
Buswell said land was reserved neroo Road and Hester A venue 
in the Metropolitan Region are being affected by traffic con­
Scheme for the extension of the gestion and road safety issues as­
freeway through to the MRS sociated with heavy traffic." 
boundary north of Two Rocks. Mr Buswell did not provide an 

"Planning is underway. How­ answer to how soon work could 
ever, no timing has been set for start to extend the freeway or 
construction," he said. how long it would take to extend 

Preliminary plans included it. 
six interchanges between Burns Lucy Jarvis 
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Mitchell needs 
widening too: MP 
A LOCAL politician has called 
for the extension and widen­
ing of Mitchell Freeway to be 
brought forward, following 
Transport Minister Troy 
Buswell's announcement last 
week that the Kwinana Free­
way would be widened. 

North Metropolitan MLC 
Michael Mischin called last 
week for Mitchell Freeway to 
be extended, preferably to Hes­
ter Avenue, and widened 
around problem areas further 
south. 

"No doubt the widening of 
the Kwinana Freeway is vital, 
but no less so than the 
Mitchell," he said. 

Mr Mischin said it was im­
portant for the cities of Joon­
dalup and Wanneroo to add an 
extra lane to the freeway, espe­
cially northbound, and to ex­
tend it north to at least Neer-

Road. 
"Traffic congestion on the 

Mitchell is a constant source 
of frustration for residents of 
our growing northern-most 
suburbs, and being caught in 
the peak hour congestion af­
fects both quality of life and 
economic productivity," he 
said. 

Transport Minister Troy 
Buswell said congestion was 
"arguably worse" in the part 
of the Kwinana Freeway set to 
be widened than its northern 
counterpart. 

Mr Buswell said traffic 
speeds could drop to 40km/h 
during peak hours on the 
southern freeway compared to 
50km/h between Hepburn Av­
enue and Hodges Drive. 

"It is also important to 
point out that Kwinana Free­
way provides an 
route for freight travelling to 
the Fremantle Port," he said. 

Mr Mischin also said he 
supported Wanneroo council­

lor Ian Goodenough's com­
ments that the Federal Gov­
ernment wasn't doing 
to help solve traffic issues in 
the northern suburbs. 

"It wants to redistribute 
WA's GST revenue, and raise 
revenue by further taxing our 
mining industry, but seems to 
regard funding infrastructure 
such as our freeway as solely 
WA's problem," he said. 

"Nevertheless, it falls to 
our current State Government 
to fix the problem and I'll con­
tinue to lobby it to bring these 
works forward." 

In its 2011/12 budget sub­
mission, the RAC called on the 
State Government to 
investigating options to widen 
both Kwinana and Mitchell 
freeways, and to provide a 
firm timeline for the extension 
of the Mitchell Freeway to 
Clarkson. 

Lucy Jarvis North Coast Times 
22 March 2011 
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Road proposal voiced
 
By DEBBY VILENSKY 

AN alternative proposal to 
combat the number of traffic 
crashes at the corner of Hes­
ter Avenue and Wanneroo 
Road in Clarkson will be pre­
sented to the City of Wan­
neroo at the November coun­
cil meeting. 

Councillor Ian Goode­
nough is seeking community 
support for his plan to extend 
Neerabup Road east from 
Connolly Drive to Wanneroo 
Road that would link 
Marmion Avenue to Wan­

nerooRoad. 
He said his plan was an al­

ternative to what was passed 
at the September 23 meeting 
that called for a reduction in 
the speed limit two kilome­
tres on either side of Wan­
neroo Road from 90km/hr to 
70km/hr. 

Cr Rudi Steffens has been 
calling for the speed limit re­
duction and it was passed. 

It will be implemented in 
the event funding does not 
come through from Main 
Roads WA with a decision ex­
pected this financial year. 

Cr Goodenough said he 

thought a road extension 
would reduce traffic along 
Hester Avenue and address 
the problems at the intersec­
tion. 

"I voted against the speed 
limit reduction because I be­
lieve the best long term solu­
tion is to build a second east­
west road linking Marmion 
Avenue and Wanneroo 
Road," he said. 

"In addition, the exten­
sion will provide direct ac­
cess to the Meridian Park In-

Bl Have your say at 

dustrial Park in Neerabup, 
facilitating employment cre­
ation, improving access to 
services and further econom­
ic development in the re­
gion." 

Mr Goodenough also 
called on the City to consult 
the community and stake­
holders over the design and 
construction of the road and 
an associated overpass over 
the railway line plus to lobby 
the State and Federal Gov­
ernments for funding. 

•. www.lnmycommunity.com.au 
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Stillno date for freeway extension 

"Planning is underway. 
However. no timing has 
been set for construc­
tion" - Troy Buswell 

By LUCY JARVIS 

PLANS to extend Mitchell Free­
way remain off the table despite 
local government and public sup­
portforit. 

Wanneroo councillor Ian Good­
enough contacted the Federal Gov­

ernment earlier this year to lobby 
for funding to extend and widen 
the freeway. 

.. At this stage, neither the State 
or Federal Government has ac­
knowledged the importance of up­
grading the freeway," Cr Goode­
nough said. "Neither has made 
provision in their respective for­
ward capital works' budgets." 

A Department ofInfrastructure 
and Transport spokesman said the 
Federal Government had commit­
ted $3.5 billion to transport infra­
structure in W A between 2008-9 

and 2013-14, which had already 
been allocated to specific projects. 

He said the responsibility of 
funding construction of Mitchell 
Freeway rested with the State 
Government. 

Transport Minister Troy 
Buswell said land was reserved in 
the Metropolitan Region Scheme 
for the extension of the freeway 

to the MRS boundary, 
north of Two Rocks. 

"Planning is underway." he 
said. "However, no timing has 
been set for construction." 

included six 
interchanges between Burns 
Beach and Yanchep Beach roads, 
and the could terminate at 
any of these interchanges. 

"Factors that impact on deci­
sion-making around freeway ex­
tensions include road transport 
demand in the area, economic ben­
efits, project costs and funding 
availability," Mr Buswell said. 

Cr Goodenough said rapid pop­
ulation growth in the last decade 
within the northern coastal corri­
dor had resulted in a significant 

increase in traffic volumes, plac­
ing greater demands on the road 
infrastructure in the cities of Wan­
neroo and Joondalup. 

In addition to commuter traffic, 
development of Wan gara Industri­
al Area, Wanneroo Town Centre, 
Clarkson District Centre and 
Joondalup CBD have contributed 
to substantially increased activity 
in road freight and supply logis­
tics, Cr Goodenough said. n TEll US WHAT YOU THINK 

Go to www.inmycommunity.com.au 
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Mitchell Freewayneeds funding too: MP 

By LUCY JARVIS 

A LOCAL politician has called for the exten­
sion and widening of Mitchell Freeway to be 
brought forward, following Transport Min­
ister Troy Buswell's announcement last 
week that the Kwinana Freeway would be 
widened. 

North Metropolitan MLC Michael 
Mischin called last week for the Mitchell 
Freeway to be extended, preferably to Hes· 
ter A venue, and widened around problem 
areas further south. 

"No doubt the widening ofthe Kwinana 
Freeway is vital, but no less so than expand· 
ing the capacity ofthe Mitchell," he said. 

Mr Mischin said it was important for the 
cities of Joondalup and Wanneroo to add an 
extra lane to the freeway, especially north· 
bound, and to extend it north to at least 
Neerabup Road, ifnot to Hester A venue. 

"Traffic congestion on the Mitchell is a ( 
constant source offrustration for residents' 
ofour growing northern-most suburbs, and 
being caught in the peak hour congestion af­
fects both quality oflife and economic pro· 
ductivity," he said. 

Transport Minister Troy Buswell said 
congestion was "arguably worse" in the 
part of the Kwinana Freeway set to be 
widened than its northern counterpart. 

MrBuswell said traffic speeds could drop 
to 40km/h during peak hours on the south· 
ern freeway compared to 50km/h between 
Hepburn Avenue and Hodges Drive. 

"It is also important to pOint out that 
Kwinana Freeway provides an important 
route for freight travelling to the Fremantle 
Port," he said. 

"Decisions pertaining to the extension of 
the Mitchell Freeway will be made as part of 
the budgetary process." 

Mr Mischin also said he supported Wan­
neroo councillor Ian Goodenough's com· 
ments that the Federal Government wasn't 
doing enough to help solve traffic issues in 
the northern suburbs. 

"It wants to redistribute WA's GST rev- iil 
enue, and raise revenue by further taxing E 
our mining industry. but seems to regard 8 
funding infrastructure such as our freeway .i­

'cas solely WA's problem," he said. ~ 

"Nevertheless, it falls to our current E 
EState Government to fix the problem and I'll o 

continue to lobby it to bring these works for- g, 
Eward." 

In its 2011-12 budget submission, the .S: 

RAC called on the State Government to pri· Ioritise investigating options to widen both 
~Kwinana and Mitchell freeways, and to pro­

vide a firm timeline for the extension of the £ 
~ 

Mitchell Freeway to Clarkson, including ap- C o 
propriatefunding allocations. MLC Michael Mischin. w 

~-~ 
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Councillor bids to 

distance himself 

WANNEROO councillor 
Ian Goodenough has 
disposed of his shares in a 
property development com­
pany after recent revela­
tions a former business 
partner was involved in 
bankruptcy proceedings. 

Cr Goodenough ex­
changed his shares in Clay­
mont Land for land in Cur­
rambine and East Perth, 
and resigned from his posi­
tion as managing director of 
four related Claymont com­
panieslastmonth. 

The moves resulted from 
a discovery late last year 
that a former business part­
ner had been summoned to 
the Australian Federal 
Court to face bankruptcy 
charges by overseas credi­
tors. 

The councillor disclosed 
the changes in his financial 
interests to City of Wan­
neroo chief executive 
Daniel Simms this week, 
and said the land, worth $9.7 
million, which he received 
in the exchange would not 
present a conflict of interest 
as the lots were in the cities 
of Joondalup and Perth. 

Cr Goodenough said the 
sale would free up his rou­
tine to enable him to spend 
more time on council duties 
and sporting pursuits, and 
to assist with a colleague's 
mayoral campaign. 

He is also a founding di­
rector ofPipe Supports Aus­
tralia, which has been sup­
plying products for the 
Joondalup Health Campus 
expansion. 

Wanneroo Weekender 

3 March 2011 
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